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end are inseparably connected and is eager that the means used
should in no way detract from the moral character of our end.
Hence his repeated insistence that our means must be as pure
as our end and that in regard to our means we must take our
stand on "the firm solid ground of unadulterated good". His
effort to give concrete expression, in the form of satyagraha, to
this principle of moral approximation of the end and the means
is, perhaps, the most unique contribution of our times to the
philosophy and technique of revolution.
What then are the means that Gandhiji prescribes for the
realization of the ultimate end ? Self-realization, he says, requires
self-purification.15 Self-purification requires an ethical discipline.
According to Gandhiji, ". . .he who is not prepared to order his
life in unquestioning obedience to the laws of morality cannot
be said to be a man in the full sense of the word."16 This ethical
outlook is the backbone of Gandhiji's political philosophy even
as his ethics has for its foundation his metaphysical principles.
To him the moral discipline of the individual is the most
important means of social reconstruction, and it is as vital to
his philosophy as the capture of political power and State machi-
nery is to Socialism and Fascism. The content of the ethical
discipline also determines the structure of the non-violent State.
Gandhiji gives us the moral principles which should be
observed as vows by mankind in general. Most of these
principles, which he laid down in 1916 for being observed in
the Satyagraha Ashram, Sabarmati, are the maxims of life
enjoined for thousands of years by the Hindu shastras as being
indispensable for moral growth. The first five of these vows, i.e.,
satya (truth), ahimsa (non-violence), asteya (non-stealing),
aparigraha (non-possession) and brahmacharya (celibacy), are
jamas or cardinal restraints. For long years before 1916 Gandhiji
had endeavoured to live up to these ideals, and he modified
and amplified them in the light of his experience.
Vows,17 Gandhiji thinks, are a moral discipline absolutely
necessary for self-realization. They are a source of strength, for
they mean unflinching determination to observe moral laws. In
15 Autobiography, II, p. 592.
16 Ethical Religion, p.  36.
17 According to Gandhiji, "To do at any cost something that one ought
to do constitutes a vow." Teravda Mandir, p. 75.